ABSTRACT. The presence of Charybdis helleri (A. Milne Edwards, 1867), an Indo-Pacific species, in one of the estuaries of the State of Rio Grande do NOlte, Brazil is reported here.
Charybdis hellerii (A. Mi lne Edwards, 1867) (Crustacea, Decapoda), a species extensively distributed in the Indo-Pacific region and often fi shed as a commercial catch, has been extending its distribution into the Atlantic Ocean in recent years. Based on the publications available (GOMEZ & MARTINEZ-IGLESIAS 1990; LEMAITRE 1995; TAVARES & MENDONCA 1996; MANTELATTO & DIAS 1999) , it can now be confirmed that the species has established itselfin the Western Atlantic region. LEMAlTRE (1995) and TAVARES & MENDONCA (1996) , while reporting on the occurrence of the species in the Florida region and Brazilian coastal waters respectively, have attempted to trace the chronological sequence of the invasion of the species into the western Atlantic region . While the species has been known to occur in the Caribbean waters (GOMEZ & MARTINEZ-IGLESIAS 1990; CAMPOS & TURKAY 1989) and Venezuel a (GOMEZ & MARTiNEZ-I GLESI AS 1990) from 1987, its presence along the Brazilian coastal waters has been confirmed on ly recently (CALADO 1996; CARQUEIJA & GOUVEA 1996; TAVARES & MENDONCA 1996 and MANTELA TTO & DTAS 1999) . LEMATTRE (1995) and TAVARES & MENDONCA (1996) have attempted to exp lain the mechanism of introduction of this exotic species and are of the opinion that the species had its entry into the region facilitated through the movement of the ships. The species was known to have reached the Mediterranean region as early as 1978 (POR 1978) where it is considered to have estab lished itself. The fact that NEGREIROS- FRANSOZO (1996) and TAVARES & MENDONCA (1996) have been able to collect ovigerous females from the Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, regions respectively, shows that the species can breed successfu lly in this region and hence can be added to its faunistic list. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. The authors are grateful to the CNPq for the award of a research scholarship during the tenure of which thi s work was can'ied out. The junior author (C.S.) is al so grateful to the CAPES and the British Council for the financial support to visit The Natural History Museum , London. Thanks are also due to Dr. Paul Clark for the hospitality extended (C.S.) during his visit to the Natural History Museum.
